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The National Congress of American Indians 

Resolution #REN-13-080 
 
TITLE: Support the Ute Indian Tribe’s Jurisdictional Authority and Legal 

Effort to Protect the Tribe’s Uncompahgre Reservation 
 

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians 
of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and 
purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent sovereign 
rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and agreements with 
the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are entitled under the 
laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public toward a better 
understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, and otherwise 
promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and 
submit the following resolution; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was 
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American 
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Ute Indian Tribe (Tribe) was a founding member of NCAI 

and has been an active member and participant since NCAI was first established; and 
 
WHEREAS, since 1985, federal courts have recognized, and have repeatedly 

reaffirmed, that the Tribe’s Uncompahgre and Uintah Valley Reservations (presently 
referred to as Uintah and Ouray Reservation)  remain intact and that the Tribe 
maintains jurisdictional authority over all “Indian Country” lands, including certain fee 
lands, within the exterior boundaries of the Tribe’s reservation; and 

 
WHEREAS, despite the binding effect of the federal court rulings that 

adjudicated the Tribe's reservation boundaries over the course of more than twenty 
years of protracted litigation, and notwithstanding other federal laws which recognize 
and confirm the parameters of Tribal jurisdiction in “Indian Country”, the Ute Indian 
Tribe’s authority has been repeatedly challenged by the state of Utah and local 
counties, where several members of the Ute Indian Tribe are currently being 
prosecuted by the local counties after being arrested inside the Tribe’s reservation 
boundaries, and county and state police departments continue to execute unlawful 
traffic stops and arrests of tribal members in Indian Country, all in violation of federal 
and tribal law; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Bureau of Indian Affairs currently provides law enforcement 

services for the Tribe on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation and they are charged with 
the duty and obligation to affirmatively enforce the Tribe’s laws on all areas that are 
defined as “Indian Country” within the Tribe’s reservation; and 
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WHEREAS, the actions of local county and state police departments attempting to assert 
jurisdiction and unlawfully harass, detain and arrest Tribal members within areas defined as “Indian 
Country” on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation unlawfully encroaches upon the duty and legal 
obligation of the Bureau of Indian Affairs law enforcement officers to police such areas within the 
reservation and to provide law enforcement services for the protection of Tribal members; and 

 
WHEREAS, on April 17, 2013, the Tribe through its elected Tribal Business Committee 

filed a petition in the case of Ute Tribe v. State of Utah, Duchesne, County, Roosevelt City, 
Duchesne City, and Uintah County, (case no. 75-cv-00408, United States District Court for the 
State of Utah) to protect both the integrity of the Ute Tribe's reservation boundaries and to seek an 
injunction to enjoin local county prosecutions of Ute tribal members for alleged criminal offenses 
that have occurred inside the Tribe’s reservation boundaries in “Indian County”; and 

 
WHEREAS, an adverse ruling against the Ute Indian Tribe in this matter would potentially 

undermine the sovereign authority of all Tribes to enforce their laws with the jurisdictional 
boundaries of Tribal reservations on areas defined under federal law as “Indian Country” and would 
potentially limit the authority of Tribes to make their own laws and be governed by them; and 

 
WHEREAS, the United States Department of Interior and Department of Justice have a 

legal obligation to protect Indian Country jurisdiction, as set forth and defined under 18 U.S.C. 
1151, and pursuant to the United States’ treaty and trust obligations to the Ute Indian Tribe and 
other tribes throughout the United States, to also ensure that tribal lands and the rights of Tribal 
members are protected and maintained against unlawful acts and intrusions by local state and 
county actions; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Ute Indian Tribe has formally requested the United States intervene and 

support its recent petition filed in Ute Tribe v. Utah et al., in which it is asking the federal court to 
enjoin the State of Utah from prosecuting Ute tribal members unlawfully arrested by State and 
Uintah County law enforcement officers inside the Tribe’s Reservation, but no action has been 
taken by the United States to intervene or file a separate case to support the Tribe’s effort and 
protect the Tribe’s reservation boundaries; and 
 

WHEREAS, NCAI believes that intervention by the United States is both necessary and 
appropriate pursuant to the United States’ legal obligation to protect Indian Country jurisdiction and 
in light of the treaty and trust responsibilities owed to the Tribe which requires the United States 
ensure that these issues are resolved in the Tribe’s favor so as to preserve the sovereignty and 
jurisdiction authority of  both the Bureau of Indian Affairs law enforcement officers and the Tribe. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the National Congress of American 

Indians (NCAI) hereby supports the Ute Indian Tribe’s effort to ensure the Tribe’s present day 
reservation remains intact and requests that the Bureau of Indian Affairs Office of Justice Services 
assist the Ute Indian Tribe in its effort to maintain jurisdictional authority over all “Indian Country” 
lands within the exterior boundaries of the Tribe’s reservation by providing law enforcement 
services to the Ute Tribe and other Tribes on all areas within a reservation determined to be “Indian 
Country” under 18 U.S.C 1151, and not just on trust lands within a Tribe’s reservation. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NCAI requests the U.S. Department of Interior and 
Department of Justice, pursuant to their legal obligation to protect Indian Country jurisdiction for 
all Tribes under 18 U.S.C. 1151, seek to either intervene in Ute Indian Tribe v. State of Utah case 
and/or institute a separate legal action to protect both the Ute Indian Tribe's reservation boundary 
and the finality of past federal court rulings adjudicating the Tribe's reservation boundaries. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it is 

withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the National Congress of the American Indians 

Executive Committee and Executive Director is empowered to take any action consistent with and 
in order to carry out the intent of this Resolution.   

 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
The foregoing resolution was adopted by the General Assembly at the 2013 Midyear Session of the 
National Congress of American Indians, held at the Atlantis Casino from June 24 - 27, 2013 in 
Reno, Nevada with a quorum present. 
 
  
              

President   
ATTEST: 
 
       
Recording Secretary 

 
 
 


